The  Lepers  (Bombay  Amendment)  Act,  1955 


Act  28  of  1955 


Keyword(s): 

Central  Act  Amendment,  The  Lepers  Act,  1898 


DISCLAIMER:  This  document  is  being  furnished  to  you  for  your  information  by  PRS 
Legislative  Research  (PRS).  The  contents  of  this  document  have  been  obtained  from  sources 
PRS  believes  to  be  reliable.  These  contents  have  not  been  independently  verified,  and  PRS 
makes  no  representation  or  warranty  as  to  the  accuracy,  completeness  or  correctness.  In 
some  cases  the  Principal  Act  and/or  Amendment  Act  may  not  be  available.  Principal  Acts 
may  or  may  not  include  subsequent  amendments.  For  authoritative  text,  please  contact  the 
relevant  state  department  concerned  or  refer  to  the  latest  government  publication  or  the 
gazette  notification.  Any  person  using  this  material  should  take  their  own  professional  and 
legal  advice  before  acting  on  any  information  contained  in  this  document.  PRS  or  any  persons 
connected  with  it  do  not  accept  any  liability  arising  from  the  use  of  this  document.  PRS  or  any 
persons  connected  with  it  shall  not  be  in  any  way  responsible  for  any  loss,  damage,  or  distress 
to  any  person  on  account  of  any  action  taken  or  not  taken  on  the  basis  of  this  document. 


1955  : Bo*n.  XXVM] 


4417 


THE  LEPERS  (BOMBAY  AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1955. 


CONTENTS. 

Preamble. 

Sections* 

1.  Short  title. 

2.  Amendment -of  long  title  and  preamble  of  Act  III  of  1898. 

3.  Insertion  of  new  sections  IdAto  14F  in  Act  III  of  1893. 

4.  Insertion  of  new  Form  F in  Schedule  to  Act  IJI  of  1898, 


4419 


BOMBAY  ACT  No.  XXVHI  OF  1955* 

[The  Lepers  (Bombay  Amendment)  Act,  1955.] 

[16th  September  19SS] 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Lepers  Act,  1898,  in  its  application  to  the  State  of  Bombay. 

nj«l  WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  Lepers  Act,  1898,  in  its  application  to 
,8®8*  the  State  of  Bombay  for  the  purposes,  hereinafter  appearing  ; It  is  hereby  enacted 
in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India  as  follow* 

1.  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Lepers  (Bombay  Amendment)  Act,  1955.  Short  title. 

met  2.  In  the  longtftle  and  the  preamble  of  the  Lepers  Act,  1898,  in  its  application  Amendment 
IMS.  to  the  State  of  Bombay  (hereinafter  called  “the  said  Act”)  the  word  “ panpor  ”^°^mbSe 
shall  be  deleted.  tfAotmaf 

1898. 


S.  After  section  14  of  the  said  Act,  the  following  sections  shall  be  inserted,  insertion  of 
' _ new  sections 


MA  to  14V  IN 

Act  . in  of 

1968. 


"UAt  M it  appears  to  the  State  Government  that  in  any  local  area,  large  of 
bodies  of  persons  Ate  likely  to  assemble  o$  account  Of  pilgrimage,  fair  or  °ther  government 
#bh  Occurrence  and  that  the  presence  of  lepers  amidst  each  assembly  of  persons  to  prohibit 
Is  likely  to  oause  th$  spread  of  leprosy,  the  State  (jloVernment  may,  by  notifi- 
cation  in  the  Official  declare  such  local  area  as  notified  area  for  notified 

each  period  as  may  be  specified  in  the  notification  ard  order  that  no  leper  shall,  area, 
unless  he  is  a permanent  resident  of  the  notified  area,  enter  Or  remain  within 
the  limits  of  the  notified  area  during  the  period  specified  in  the  notification. 

14B.  (?)  Notwithstanding  e&lr  law  for  the  time  being  in  fort#  frelatihg  to  any  Duty  of  loMl 
focal  authority,  it  shall  be  the  Jaty  Of  every  local  authority  within  whose  looaljj^^j. 
limits  the  notified  area  or  part  thereof  is  situate,  to  set  up  a segregation  camp ^tion  camp 
for  the  reception  of  lepers.  m notified 


(2)  Every  such  segregation  camp  shall  be  equipped  with  adequate  supply  of 
water  and  food  and  necessary  sanitary  arrangements. 

(3)  Such  segregation  camp  shall  be  in  charge  of  an  Inspector  of  Lepers 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Stgtc  Government  under  section  4. 


14C.  (?)  Any  police  officer  or  any  person  specially  empowered  by  tbePowte 
State  Government  by  order  in  writing  in  this  behalf  may  arrest  without^  warrant 
a warrant  any  Derson,  who  appears  to  him  to  be  a leper  and  who  is  found  to  be  ]«per  foun4 
within  the  limits  of  the  notified  area  in  conttiveution  of  the  order  i*ued  in  notified 
under  section  I4A.  ***** 


1 For  Statement  of  o8j»®te  and  Reasons,  im  Bombay  Qovtremtai  Gku*&*)  1958,  Part  V, 
page*  18*188. 

BC'Jl 


Inquiry  in 
respect  of 
lope  re  and 
their  deter** 
tion  in 
segregation 
eamp*. 


Penalty  for 
non-com- 
pliance of 
undertaking. 


Bearrest  of 
leper  eec&p- 
ingfrom 
•eg  rogation 
•amp. 


4420  Lepers  ( Bombay  Amendment)  Act , 1955  [4985  : Bom.  XXVIII 

(2)  Such  police  officer  or  other  person  shall  forthwith  take  or  send  the  person 
so  arrested  to  the  nearest  convenient  segregation  camp ; 

provided  that  no  person  bo  arrested  shall  be  detained  in  custody  or  in  the 
segregation  camp*  without  the  order  of  the  nearest  Magistrate  for  longer 
period  than  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  of  arrest  exclusive  of  the  time 
necessary  for  the  journey  from  the  place  of  attest  to  the  court  of  such  Magistrate. 


14D.  (1)  As  soon  as  a person  arrested  under  section  14C  is  brought  to  the 
segregation  camp,  the  Inspector  of  Lepers«in  charge  of  the  camp  shall  examine 
such  person  and— 

(а)  if  h©  finds  tjiat  such  person  is  not  a leper,  he  shall  give  him  a certificate 
in  Form  A sot  forth  in  the  Schedule,  whereupon  such  person  shall  be  forthwith 
released  from  antest ; 

(б)  if  he  finds  that  such  person  is  a leper  he  shall  give  to  the  police  officer  or 
the  person  arresting  such  person  a certificate  in  Form  B set  forth  in  the 
Schedule  whereupon  the  leper  &hall  forthwith  be  taken  before  a Presidency 
Magistrate  in  Greater  Bombay  or  elsewhere  a Magistrate  of  the  first  olasa  having 
jurisdiction  or  before  any  other  Magistrate  authorised  in  this  behalf  by  the 
State  Government. 

(2)  If  upon  the  certificate  in  Form  B and  after  giving  to  the  arrested  person 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  it  appears  to  the  Magistrate  that  such  person 
is  a leper,  the  Magistrate  shall  record  a declaration  that  such  person  is  a leper 
and  order  such  person  to  be  detained  in  such  segregation  camp  as  may  be  specified 
in  the  order  so  long  as  the  notification  issued  under  section  14A  is  in  force  and  shall 
send  such  leper  to  such  segregation  camp  together  with  an  order  in  Form  F 
set  forth  in  the  Schedule  : 

Provided  that  where  the  person  declared  to  be  a leper  proves  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Magistrate  that  he  is  a permanent  resident  of  the  notified  area,  the 
Magistrate  shall  order  that  such  person  shall  be  forthwith  discharged : 

Provided  further  that  if  the  person  declared  to  be  a leper  shall  give  an  under- 
taking in  writing  that  he  shall  forthwith  depart  from  the  notified  area  and  shall 
not  enter  or  remain  in  the  notified  area  so  long  as  the  notification  issued  under 
section  14A  is  'in  force,  then  the  Magistrate  may  order  that  such  person  be 
discharged. 


14E.  If  any  person  released  from  arrest  on  an  undertaking  given  by  1pm  under 
section  14D  fails  to  comply  with  such  undertaking,  he  shall,  on  conviction,  be 
punished  with  fine  which  may  extend  to  fifty  rupees. 


14F.  The  provisions  of  section  12  shall,  mutatis  Mutandis,  apply  to  any  leper 
who  escapes  from  a segregation  camp.” 
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4.  In  the  Schedule  to  the  said  Act,  after  Form  E,  the  Mowing  Form  shall  be 
inserted,  namely : — to  JMsfnif  of 

1B9& 

F.— Wabrant  of  Detention. 


(Section  14D) 


To 


The  Inspector  of  Lepefs  in  charge 
of  the  Segregation  Camp  at. 


TflBM,  it  h„  b«a  m*l«  to  .pp««  t.  me  tUt  {mm  *»*!>«<“) » » >t« 
aa  defined  in  the  Lepers  Act,  1898  ; 

aafeiy  to  keep  him/her  in  the  said  segregation  camp  till  the  esrpny  of 

'(jiven  under  m/ hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Court  this 
196 


Magistrate.” 


